
CONTENTS

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 11

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS USED IN THE TEXT AND BIBLIOGRAPHY 13

PREFACE (Simon Keay) 15

1. INTRODUCTION 17

1.1. Aims of the research project 18
1.2. Justification of the research project
1.3. Research approach and data sources 19
1.4. The implications of the study 20

2. STUDIES OF ROMAN FOOD SUPPLY 21

2.1. The Annona 22

2.2. The Annona in the Late Roman Empire 25

2.3. Textual approaches to economic studies 27
2.4. The "Cambridge School" 28
2.5. The "Carandinian Position" 29
2.6. Urban spaces and model cities 31
2.7. The current state of economic studies 33

3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE FOR TRADE/EXCHANGE 35

3.1. Foodstuffs, proxies and containers

3.2. Archaeological evidence for the Annona in the Late Empire 38
3.3. Archaeological epigraphic evidence for the state oil supply from the Hot
de l'Amiraute, Carthage 39
3.4. Shipping and long distance transport 43
3.5. Storage/processing facilities 45

4. ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND TO LATE IMPERIAL ROME 47

4.1. Understanding the city

4.2. Topographic background 48

4.3. Studies of the archaeology of Rome 50
4.4. Understanding the Late Antique city 55
4.5. Relevant issues 61

5. CERAMIC MATERIALS IN THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RECORD 69

5.1. Studying ceramics in the archaeological record

5.2. Statistical approaches to data
5.3. Ceramic quantification 71
5.4. Waste deposits 72



6. A METHODOLOGY FOR STUDYING WASTE 75

6.1. Amphorae as a proxy indicator of trade
6.2. Studying amphorae in ceramic assemblages 76
6.3.Data acquisition strategy 78

6.4. The archaeological perspective 79
6.5. Understanding the depositional context 80

6.6. Reconstructing distribution systems from patterns of waste disposal 81
6.7. Comparing assemblages 83
6.8. GIS modelling of spatial relationships
6.9. Generalising urban building densities 85

6.10. Defining access-cost values 88

7. DATA-ROME 91

7.1. Selection of the primary data-set
7.2. Schola Praeconum 93
7.3.CryptaBalbi 97

7.4. Palatine East 104
7.5. Atrium Vestae 107

7.6. Via di Sant'Alberto Magno 110
7.7. Domus Tiberiana 112

7.8. Bastione Farnesiano 115
7.9. Foro Romano - Area N W 118
7.10. Tempio della Magna Mater 122
7.11. Monte Testaccio 124

7.12. San SistoVecchio 127
7.13. Vigna Barberini 129

8. INTERPRETING THE DATA 133

8.1. Explanation of the interpretative approach
8.2. Quantified data and the ideal interpretative approach 139
8.3. Accessibility as a determinant of deposit location 145
8.4. Proximity as a determinant of deposit location 154
8.5. An integrated interpretation 15 8

9. CONCLUSIONS 161

9.1. Justifying the methodology: studying ceramic assemblages and the depositional
context
9.2. Implications for the movement of goods around the Late Antique city 162
9.3. Implications for the re-use of urban spaces in Late Antiquity 163

APPENDIX A: TYPOLOGICAL PROVENANCE OF AMPHORAE 165

APPENDIX B: ILLUSTRATIONS OF COMMON IMPERIAL AND LATE ANTIQUE AMPHORA TYPES 173

APPENDIX C: AQUEDUCT FIGURES 183

APPENDIX D: QUANTIFIED DATA 187



BIBLIOGRAPHY 209

Primary Sources
Secondary Sources 210

INDEX OF FIGURES AND TABLES 231

INDEX

Index of ancient latin sources 233
Index of materials 234
Index of topics 235
Topographical index 238


